
 

Patios  

 

Patios are open sided roofed areas that are used to provide shade to outdoor areas on residential 

properties. They have solid roof sheeting, as opposed to a pergola that has a permeable roof cover. 

 

The National Construction Code (NCC), the Residential Design Codes (R Codes) and Planning Policy DP7 

set out the minimum requirements applicable to the location, size and construction of patios. 

 

Is a Building Permit required for a patio? 

Yes. A Building Permit is required for all patios. 

 

Who submits the application? 

Either the property owner or the party contracted to construct the patio submits the application. 

 

What plans and specifications do I need to submit with my application for a Building Permit? 

The following plans and details are required: 

▪ Floor plans and elevations of the patio to a scale of not less than 1:100; 

▪ A full site plan is to be submitted, showing the location of the patio or verandah, in relation to the 

property boundaries and existing buildings on the property. This plan is to be drawn to a minimum 

scale of 1:200; 

▪ Engineer certified plans of the proposed design. 

 

What is the minimum side/rear boundary setback for a patio? 

Whilst the NCC permits a setback of 900mm to the lot boundaries, minimum requirements for planning 

are generally 1m or more depending on the proposed height. Requests for setbacks of less than 1m will 

likely require the submission of an application to planning. 

 

Can I build the patio as an owner builder? 

Yes, however you can only construct a building of this nature as an owner builder if the value of 

construction is $20,000 or less, or you have obtained an Owners Builders registration from the Building 

and Energy Division, at the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation & Training. Alternately a 

registered builder will need to be engaged to obtain the Building Permit and carry out the work. 

 

Additional Information 

For detailed advice about patios, please call the City of Karratha Building Services on 9186 8555. 

 
Disclaimer 

This information sheet is provided as generalised information. While we aim to keep the content of this document 

current and accurate, we accept no responsibility or warranties for actions based on the information provided. The 

City of Karratha encourages you to seek professional advice before acting on any information contained within this 

document. Please contact the City of Karratha if you wish to comment on the forms provided and information 

contained within. Any reported errors will be amended. 
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