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SOLAR PANELS  
DOCUMENT NO: BIS 012 

INTRODUCTION 

A solar panel, also known as a PV panel or module, is a device that collects sunlight and converts it into 

electric current. Panels can be fixed to existing roof structures or ground mounted on frames. 

IS A BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED FOR THE INSTALLATION OF SOLAR 

PANELS? 

Yes. A building permit is required under the requirements of the Building Act 2011 for the installation of any 

solar panels. They are exempt from needing a Building Permit in other parts of Western Australia, however 

as the City of Karratha is located withing a Region D wind zone this exemption does not apply. 

WHO SUBMITS THE APPLICATION? 

Generally, the application should be submitted by the contractor undertaking the works, such that they sign 

as the nominated builder and therefore take responsibility for the works. 

WHAT PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS DO I NEED TO SUBMIT WITH MY 

APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT? 

The following plans and details are required: 

• Roof layout plan – detailing the number of panels and the proposed location of them in relation to the 

edges of the roof 

• Site Plan – for on ground arrays – to detail the location within a land parcel and provide setbacks to 

any other buildings on the site. 

• Technical data sheet and engineering certification for the proposed panels 

• Installation information and engineering certification for the proposed racking/fixing system 

Note: Engineering certification needs to specifically reference compliance with AS1170.2 for Region 

D wind loads. 

APPROVALS 

Approval is also required from Horizon Power prior to any works being undertaken. 

A registered builder is not required; however, all installations are to be undertaken by a licenced electrician.  

Planning approval will generally only be required for on ground installations. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

If you would like additional information on solar panels, please contact: 

City of Karratha, Building Services 

Ph: (08) 9186 8555 

E-mail:  building.user@karratha.wa.gov.au 

Website: https://karratha.wa.gov.au/building-and-land 

DISCLAIMER 

This information sheet is provided as generalised information. While we aim to keep the content of this 

document current and accurate, we accept no responsibility or warranties for actions based on the 

information provided. The City of Karratha encourages you to seek professional advice before acting on any 

information contained within this document. Please contact the city of Karratha if you wish to comment on 

the forms provided and information contained within. Any reported errors will be amended. 
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