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SHADE SAILS  
DOCUMENT NO: BIS 007 

INTRODUCTION 

Shade sails are used to create shade over outdoor living areas, pools and the like. They can be tensioned 

between posts and or existing roof structures. The sail materials are generally water-permeable and are 

required to be removed in the event of a cyclone approaching the region. 

IS A BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED FOR A SHADE SAIL? 

Yes, however the works do no require the services of a registered builder. 

WHAT PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS DO I NEED TO SUBMIT WITH MY 

APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT? 

The following plans and details are required: 

• A fully dimensioned site plan is to be submitted, showing the location of the shade sail, in relation to 

the property boundaries and existing buildings/structures on the property, along with the dimensions 

of the sail and a notation as to the post heights. This plan is to be drawn to a minimum scale of 

1:200. 

• Engineering detail for the proposed shade sail posts, including any roof connections if applicable. 

WHO SUBMITS THE APPLICATION? 

Either the property owner or the party contracted to construct the shade sail can submit the application.  

HOW FAR FROM THE BOUNDARY OF A PROPERTY CAN I LOCATE A SHADE 

SAIL? 

There are no prescribed setbacks under the current planning legislation, however you need to take into 

consideration the dimensions of the footings (they must be wholly within your property boundary), the impact 

the proposed structure on adjoining property owners and setback from other buildings/structures, such as 

swimming pools. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

If you would like additional information on shade sails, please contact: 

City of Karratha, Building Services 

Ph: (08) 9186 8555 

E-mail:  building.user@karratha.wa.gov.au 

Website: https://karratha.wa.gov.au/building-and-land  
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DISCLAIMER 

This information sheet is provided as generalised information. While we aim to keep the content of this 

document current and accurate, we accept no responsibility or warranties for actions based on the 

information provided. The City of Karratha encourages you to seek professional advice before acting on any 

information contained within this document. Please contact the city of Karratha if you wish to comment on 

the forms provided and information contained within. Any reported errors will be amended. 


